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Introduction

By legislation matching activities have recently been introduced at all institutions of
Higher Education in the Netherlands for students to check if they fit with the study
they signed up for. This should result in lower dropout rates and possibly increase
study progress. Based on these matching activities students receive a non-binding

personal advice regarding this fit. Dropout rates and credits (ECTS) were evaluated to
see if they have changed compared to previous years and how they relate to the non-

binding advice.

students from pre-matching
cohort 2013 with post-matching
cohort 2014.

Table 1 and figures 1 and 3 show statistics regarding participation in matching activities in relation to dropout and ECTS.
Table 2 and figures 2 and 4 show statistics regarding the advice students received in relation to dropout and ECTS.

Table 1: Pa rticipation in matching activities Figure 1. Participation in matching activities in relation to dropout® Figure 3. Participation in matching activities in relation to ECTSAA
Cohort >0% >3
52 -
40% -
2013 2014 51 -
N=4246 N =4509 5 30% - 50 -
2 2011 E 49 - 2011
i i o/ * o) = o L
No matching (fixus) 21% 17% & 20% - = 2012 48 - = 2012
Compulsory 79%* 81% 10% % 2013* 477 ®2013*
Voluntarily - 2% , m 2014 jg | m 2014
DUD _ _
Tota I 100% 100% No matching (fixus) Compulsory Total** No matching (fixus) Compulsory Total**
(N'13=764, N'14=692) (N'13=2968, N'14=3378) (N'11=2699, N'12=3164, (N'13=594, N'14=590)  (N'13=2217, N'14=2663) (N'11=2253, N'12=2546,
Note: N’11 =3205and N’12 = 3625 N'13=3732, N'14=4131) N'13=2811, N'14=3300)
Participation in matching activities Participation in matching activities
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A Only students with > 1 ECTS and no exemptions.

AN Only students with > 1 ECTS, no exemptions and enrolled for at least 12 months.
*  Differentiation between participation (no matching / compulsory) is based on classification of studies in 2014.
** Total 2014 also includes voluntary participation in matching activities.
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Explorative analyses were conducted on gender, prior education and ethnicity. Tables are available upon request.

Conclusions

» Dropout decreased compared to 2013, but is still higher than 2012.
» ECTS has decreased compared to 2013, however the decrease is smaller for students who participated in matching

activities.

» Dropout was lowest and ECTS highest among students with a positive advice.

» Due to the observational and descriptive nature of this research, and annual fluctuations in ECTS and dropout, more

research is needed to draw conclusions on the effects of matching activities.



